Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library §

)

=3

o
A
i\

o
0
\
A\

o

)
i




Reproduced at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library f

Air Command has now canceled B-52
airborne alert flights—simulated runs
on Communist targets, with nuclear
bombs aboard—in the wake of the
Greenland crash in which four hydro-
gen bombs were lost, could, however,
bring the usefulness of a new manned
bomber into question.

Drastic Turnover. Other dilemmas
face Clifford, notably how extensive an
anti-ballistic missile system to recom-
mend and what to do about the con-
tinued deployment of 200,000 U.S.
troops in Europe in the light of bal-
ance of payments problems and man-
power shortages elsewhere.

Nagging as all the others may be,
the overriding enigma for Clifford—
and the President—is, of course, Viet
Nam. All the signs indicate that John-
son is once more going through the
process of preparing the nation for news
of a major notch-up in the war. When
the announcement will come is uncer-
tain, but it seems likely that Johnson
has in mind an increase in troop strength
on the order of nearly 200,000 men.
That would have far-reaching effects. It
would add as much as $10 billion to
the $77 billion Defense budget. House
Ways and Means Committee Chairman
Wilbur Mills said a “substantial ac-
celeration” of the war ‘“could force”
Congress to raise taxes, but he warned
that the Government would have to re-
trench spending elsewhere.

Some officials think that the Pres-
ident ought to ask Congress for a for-
mal declaration of war and thereby
make it easier to rein in the super-
charged economy with wage and price
controls, silence critics and mobilize
troops. But the State Department
adheres to the objections it listed in
1965 to such a declaration—chiefly, that
it would risk “enlarging the scope of
the conflict” and lead to “expanded in-
volvement” by Hanoi's Communist al-
lies. As for the legality of fighting a
major conflict without a formal dec-
laration of war, the U.S. has done so
in six of its eleven major wars.*

Clifford said recently, “I cannot re-
call perhaps a more perilous time con-
fronting this nation than confronts it
today.” Though Viet Nam is by no
means wholly responsible, he believes
that an unsatisfactory outcome of the
conflict there could well lead to World
War III. In any case, far more than
Viet Nam will be at stake during Clark
Clifford’s tenure as Secretary of De-
fense. If he can help to reduce the
disarray in NATO and other U.S. alli-
ances, and to restore the amity that
once existed between Capitol Hill and
the White House, he will have done
much to reweave the badly rent fabric
of national unity.

* The five declared wars: War of 1812, Mexi-
can War, Spanish-American War, World Wars
1 and II. The six undeclared wars: the naval
war with France (1798 to 1800), the First
and Second Barbary Wars (1801-1805 and
1815), the Mexican-American conflict of 1914-
1917, the Korean War and Viet Nam.
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THE PRESIDENCY
Fly Now, Tell Later

Thanks to some of the most elab-
orate security measures in memory,
there were no crowds on hand to greet
Lyndon Johnson last week as a six-car
procession bore him down Stemmons
Freeway on his first visit to Dallas
since Nov. 22, 1963. At the Texas
School Book Depository, on his route,
shades masked the sixth-floor window
from which Lee Harvey Oswald fired
the bullets that killed John F. Ken-
nedy. As his aquamarine limousine
passed within 200 yards of the build-
ing, the President also seemed deter-
mined to curtain his memories of that
terrible day and spot. With Daughter
Luci in the back seat, Johnson chatted
lightly about his mongrel Yuki, perched
on the ledge behind his head.

Inside Dallas Memorial Auditorium,
delivering his first campaign stump
speech of 1968, the President assumed
the stance that he now apparently plans
to maintain until Election Day. In a

27-minute address to National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association con-
ventioners, Johnson reached back to
his own political youth and the New
Deal, draping the cape of Franklin Roo-
sevelt over his own presidency by recit-
ing the Administration’s record on Med-
icare, education, the war on poverty,
and social security benefits. The Great
Society, said Johnson—invoking a term
that has been notably missing from re-
cent presidential pronouncements—is
“taking root. It is thrusting up; it is
reaching out to banish need and to
bring new hope into millions upon mil-
lions of lives.”

Cold & Warm. Another emerging,
and perturbing, pattern for the 1968
campaign is the prospect that violently
hostile demonstrations will rule out the
handshaking style of campaigning amid
big crowds that Johnson likes. His se-
cret journey to Dallas not only preclud-
ed large gatherings along his route but
even took local lawmen by surprise. Po-
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lice Chief Charles Batchelor received
only one hour’s warning from the Se-
cret Service. Johnson intends to an-
nounce none of his trips in advance,
will honor speechmaking invitations
only at the last moment.

Even so, a handful of demonstrators
found time to mount an antiwar picket
line in Dallas. And in Austin that night,
a soft-drink bottle was hurled at John-
son’s car from the midst of a crowd of
200 hooting and cheering University of
Texas students when the President came
unannounced to Governor John Connal-
ly’s 51st birthday dinner.

Secrecy was again the order of the
day at week’s end when Johnson flew
out of Washington, his destination un-
revealed until shortly before he board-
ed Air Force One. The first stop was
Houston, where the President toured
the Manned Spacecraft Center. Next,

ROMNEY AFTER ANNOUNCING WITHDRAWAL

REPUBLICANS

The New Rules of Play
(See Cover)

For George Romney it was the final
indignity: never in his lurching pursuit
of the presidential nomination had he
created the impact wrought in the five
minutes he took to end the quest. Sel-
dom, in fact, has any political announce-
ment detonated such shock waves or
so rapidly reversed the positions of two
men—in this case, Romney and Nelson
Rockefeller. But the result for the Re-
publican Party last week was clarifica-
tion rather than confusion. Now, at
last, the G.O.P. can focus on a choice
between its two strongest alternatives:
New Yorkers Rockefeller and Richard
Nixon.

Within hours of Romney’s rocketing
exit, Nixon and Rockefeller were adjust-

url

Escape from annihilation.

he dropped in at Beaumont, Texas, for
a fund-raising dinner, then on to Ma-
rietta, Ga., to watch Lockheed Aircraft
roll out the world’s largest aircraft, the
C-5A Galaxy flying freighter (wing
span: 223 ft., height: 65 ft.), which can
lift 24 times more cargo than any cur-
rent U.S. air transport. “This would
sure carry a lot of hay,” marveled John-
son after touring the C-5A’s barnlike
cargo hold. Then he flew to Ramey
Air Force Base in Puerto Rico.

White House reporters were given
no advance clues. Instead, they were
told to bring clothes for cold and warm
climates—and perhaps a pair of swim-
ming trunks—but were warned not to
tell anyone else. For his own .safety,
the President feels constrained to fol-
low such hugger-mugger procedures,
and he has told intimates that he in-
tends to emulate the Roosevelt cam-
paign of 1944—when F.D.R., to con-
ceal his failing health, eschewed most
campaign trips and stayed at his White
House desk, directing the administration
of a nation at war.

20

ing to the new rules of play. Nixon,
the sole surviving announced candidate
of stature, had been cruelly deprived of
an easy victim in.at least three pri-
maries: New Hampshire, Wisconsin and
Nebraska. He had to find someone—or
something—to run against and prove
his ballot-box muscle. But Nixon’s sta-
tus was clear, his rhetoric free of cloy-
ing coyness, his organization smoothly
functioning. For Rockefeller, the adjust-
ment was far more complex.

Quasi Candidacy. After a brief but
foredoomed effort to linger in non-can-

didacy, Rockefeller announced: “I am °

not going to create dissension within
the Republican Party by contending for
the nomination, but I am ready and will-
ing to serve the American people if
called.” He then held a press confer-
ence in which he attempted to define
the limits of what might be termed
quasi candidacy. He insisted that he
would not enter any primaries because
to do so would promote dissension, but
said he would not discourage write-in
campaigns. He will not build up a “large

organization,” but “if some group wants
to go out and organize, that’s part of a
draft effort. With me, that’s 0.K.”

On what basis might the party draft
him? “I would expect now to speak out
on matters of importance to the Ameri-
can people”—including Viet Nam—*at
the proper time.” As recently as Oct. 17,
Rockefeller had declared: “I don’t want
to be President.” Had the old yen re-
turned? “If that is what the party would
like and they feel I can do the job, yes.”
Why this new availability? “I felt T had
to make some response to the action tak-
en by Romney. But I am not the type of
person who acts instantly. Things evolve
with me.”

Premature Exposure. It may have
been the fastest evolution in political
history. Since he won his third term as
Governor in 1966, Rockefeller and his
closest advisers have believed that any
overt move for the G.O.P. presidential
nomination would 1) foreclose any hope
of his winning it, and 2) seriously dam-
age any other moderate candidate’s
chance. During a 1966 post-election va-
cation at Dorado Beach, Puerto Rico.
Rockefeller outlined a plan to fuse fac-
tions in the national party from the
center leftward in a ‘“‘consensus” that
would provide “practical alternatives to
the present Administration” in both pol-
icies and a candidate. The 25 Repub-
lican Governors (now 26) were to be
the spearhead of the movement, and
Rockefeller soon settled on Romney as
its beneficiary. Rockefeller believed him-
self incapable of filling that function.

While the Dorado Beach strategy did
not take the mainland by storm, it was
a viable working plan as long as Rom-
ney remained afloat. But premature and
excessive exposure, clumsy articulation
of ideas and downright ineptness, es-
pecially the “brainwashing” blooper, dis-
sipated his early popularity. After his
withdrawal, Romney volunteered that
he had entered the competition before
fully developing his positions.

Futile Flapping. While Romney’s
prospects deteriorated, Nixon’s expand-
ed. Rockefeller reacted by inching away
gradually from pledges not to run. He
expected Romney to stick it out through
the New Hampshire primary next Tues-
day, and Wisconsin’s on April 2. The
miscalculation was enormous. Romney
was heading not merely for defeat in
New Hampshire but for annihilation.
His staff was making thousands of
phone calls and sending out thousands
of letters to assemble audiences of 200.
The “home headquarters” approach that
seemed so folksy at first turned into a
trap for the candidate, consuming his
time and energy with little return. Start-
ing out far behind Nixon in the early
polls, Romney relied heavily on hand-
shaking and crowd pleasing to recoup.
Said his state campaign manager, Wil-
liam Johnson: “We flapped our wings
and stood on our heads. Nothing
helped.”

By the beginning of last week, the
Michigander’s own opinion sampling
and other polls showed Romney trail-
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NIXON CAMPAIGNING IN NEW HAMPSHIRE
Demonstration of strength, nof weakness.

ing by 6 and 7 to 1 (see box overleaf).
The aroma of failure would make del-
egate-foraging in non-primary states dif-
ficult. Romney’s campaign had already
cost $1,000,000 by the estimate of Na-
tional Campaign Manager Ieonard
Hall, and would have required $2,000,-
000 more by the August convention;
yet contributions were becoming scarce.
Johnson, Hall and other Romney ad-
visers decided that withdrawal was the
only feasible course; no recovery
seemed possible in Wisconsin, Nebraska
or Oregon. They relayed their prog-
nosis to the candidate in a late-night
meeting at Boston’s Ramada Inn. Rom-
ney slept on it, and by the time he
finished breakfast next morning his
mind was made up to quit.

Twin Double Cross? Word of the de-
cision trickled out by early afternoon
as the National Governors’ Conference
was gathering in Washington. Romney
made it official by reading a 387-word
statement to reporters when he arrived
in the capital. Perhaps because of the re-
lief he felt after a long ordeal, he per-
formed more gracefully than he had
on most occasions during his 102 days
of declared candidacy and during the
earlier buildup. He candidly admitted
failure to attract the support he need-
ed, blamed no one for his troubles. He
timed his announcement when he did,
he said, because the Republican Gov-
ernors were not scheduled to meet again
until June and “it is desirable that they
be able to act now or make plans to
do so” on the question of a candidate.
He singled out Rockefeller for special
praise (“He has asked nothing of me
and has given more than I have asked”)
but withheld an endorsement.

The announcement loosed a flood of
excitement. Conspiracy theories took
wing like a fallout of finches. Barry
Goldwater I-told-you-so-ed: “Romney
was nothing more than a stalking-horse
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for Rockefeller.” Some seers deduced
that Rockefeller had stabbed Romney
the previous week by admitting that he
would accept a draft. Others whispered
that it was a twin double cross: Rom-
ney quitting early enough to wreck
Rockefeller’s timetable in retaliation for
Rockefeller’s supposed duplicity. No
one, of course, could substantiate any-
thing, and the speculation was subsid-
ing as the shock wore off.

What did not subside was the sudden-
ly overwhelming pressure on Rocke-
feller. Upon landing in Washington min-
utes after the Romney announcement,
Rocky was engulfed in a fog bank of
conflicting advice from fellow Repub-
licans. Those already sympathetic to him
—Senators Jacob Javits, Hugh Scott,
Edward Brooke and a chorus of others
—counseled action. The general feeling
was that Romney’s departure had re-
moved the last shred of justification for
Rockefeller’s judicious isolation. Sen-
ator Mark Hatfield of Oregon spoke
for most of them: “He can’t play coy.
If he’s going anywhere, he should get
out on the track now.”

Votes & Headlines. But which track?
It was still early enough for Rocke-
feller to enter the Wisconsin, Indiana
and Nebraska primaries. To do so would
take enormous energy and bravery—
some said foolhardiness—because he
would be exposing himself to conser-
vative animosity, with virtually no
chance of victory. Midwestern Repub-
lican leaders questioned by TIME sup-
ported this view. The Midwest is essen-
tially Nixon country, and although it
contains pockets of Rockefeller senti-
ment, the leaders agreed that the risks
would be far too large. Oregon Gov-
ernor Tom McCall, who had earlier
announced a write-in campaign for
Rockefeller in his state, invited the New
Yorker to challenge Nixon in his bai-
liwick, where Rockefeller beat Goldwa-
ter in 1964 and where Nixon is now
vulnerable. Rockefeller and Nixon, said
McCall, “are the best. If we had them,
it would be a primary at its very best
in a state that is a microcosm of the na-
tional election.”

Not to compete could also be dan-
gerous. There are delegate votes to be
wooed and headlines to be won. In
Rockefeller’s case, total abstention from
primaries, or even holding out for a rela-
tively easy run in Oregon, has special
risks. Those who accuse him of not
being a “regular” Republican would
count it as further evidence of his dis-
dain for the party apparatus and for
traditional procedures. Besides, Nixon
can hardly be counted on to stand still
for the next couple of months.

Lacerated Brow. Yet Rockefeller’s in-
itial reaction was to maintain his aloof
stance. Soon after arriving in Washing-
ton, he went to his 35-acre estate on
Foxhall Road for a conference with his
brother, Governor Winthrop Rockefel-
ler of Arkansas, and Governor Spiro
Agnew of Maryland. Agnew was eager
to line up specific commitments from
as many of the Republican Governors

as possible, to create a draft, in effect,
from that powerful group. Rockefeller
and George Hinman, his chief political
aide, froze the idea at once. Agnew,
who had come to Washington saying it
was time to stand up and be counted,
then passed the word that the Gov-
ernors must have the opportunity to
“sort out their thinking before taking
positions on any candidate.”

Rockefeller still felt that he could
keep his hand from being forced. And
while a majority—perhaps 18—of his
25 fellow Governors are generally
counted as pro-Rockefeller in varying
degrees. few of them are now prepared
to make an official commitment. Sey-
eral of the Governors in fact plan to
2o to Miami as favorite-son nominees.

Next stop was the opening reception
of the Governors’ Conference. Rocke-
feller and Wife Happy made a suitably
late entrance at 8 p.m. and immediate-
ly dominated the scene. Newsmen and
politicians alike scrambled toward the
couple as if Rockefeller had not only an-
nounced but won. Connecticut Goy-
ernor John Dempsey got lacerated by a
wild camera, Rockefeller gallantly
dabbed the blood from Democrat
Dempsey’s brow with his handkerchief.

Over the Fish. Grinning his winning-
est, winking his twinklingest, Rocke-
feller took it all in with obvious satisfac-
tion. “Wonderful!” he exclaimed.
“Terrific!” Then down to business, still
smiling: “My position has not changed.
We want to win. The party needs unity.
I'm exactly where I was before. I'm
not making any move.” Wink. “You're
winking at me, Governor,” said a report-
er. “I’'m not winking at anybody,” said
the Governor.

Still later that Ash Wednesday night,
Rockefeller was host at a private din-
ner for New York Republican legisla-
tors. Over fish and French white wine,
he heard more warnings about the dan-
gers of standing pat. By way of re-
sponse, he said: “I have been accused

PAUL CONKLIN

ROCKEFELLER AT GOVERNORS' CONFERENCE
Plenty of risks whatever the track.
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of dividing the party once [in 1964]. T
don’t want that ever thrown in my face
again.” And he again conceded his will-
ingness to be drafted. “But there’s a
question of how you define a draft,”
he told his fellow New Yorkers. “I'm
going to be thinking about that.”

His thoughts were undoubtedly
jogged by Romney’s follow-up press
conference Friday morning. Instead of
coming out for Rockefeller as many ex-
pected he would do, Romney said he
was not advising his supporters in New
Hampshire or anywhere else about
whom to work for. Like Rockefeller,
he talked of the need for unity. Unlike
Rockefeller, he also talked of the need
for potential candidates to make clear
their positions on major issues—most
especially on Viet Nam. This jab hit
Rockefeller in the vitals. There are few
subjects on which he has been more si-
lent recently, and his reticence has

/-’“-WHY ROMNEY

REPUBLICANS
Richard Nixon 65%
Nelson Rockefeller 13%
George Romney 9%
Ronald Reagan 1%
Other Candidates 4%
Undecided or not answering 8%

Despite weeks of wading through
New Hampshire’s snowdrifts and
pushing its doorbells, Romney
showed up even weaker than Rocke-
feller, who has openly discouraged
any campaigning for himself in the
state. Surprisingly, only 9% of those
polled had actually met Romney or
even heard him speak in person.
But if Republicans were not buying
this year’s model from Detroit, they
were enthusiastic about the “new”
Dick Nixon. Asked to pick their can-
didates’ outstanding qualifications,
52% of the Nixonites cited his “ma-
turity and experience” and 40% his
“sincerity and conviction.” As for
Rocky, perhaps partly because his
name suggests fiscal solidity, 51%
of those who prefer him cited his
“ability to keep the economy
healthy” while 32% thought the New
Yorker had the best chance to win
in November, v. 17% who favored
Nixon’s chances.

Crucial lIssues. Not surprisingly,
Viet Nam was the question on every-
one’s mind. Given a list of top is-
sues, 69% said they would choose a
candidate partly according to his
views on the war, 55% on his abili-
ty to manage the economy and—
perhaps reflecting the credibility gap
\)

HE reasons for George Romney’s abrupt exit from the New

Hampshire primary last week are abundantly clear in a
Roper poll commissioned by TiMme. Like Romney’s own sam-
plings, the Roper survey—completed just before the Governor’s
decision—presaged humiliating defeat for the Michigander at
the hands of Richard Nixon. On the Democratic side, the poll
also indicates that the write-in campaign for Lyndon Johnson
will end in a handsome victory for the President. The results:

prompted rumors that he has modified
his prowar stand of two years ago.

Romney followed up his plea for a
discussion of the issues by remarking
that he could support Nixon if the
other Republican Governors went that
way. Then Montana’s Tim Babcock,
previously thought to be holding out
for Ronald Reagan, announced loudly
that he would support Nixon, and that
half the Republican Governors would
do the same. It was after that—just a
few hours after the Romney press con-
ference—that Rockefeller issued his
statement of availability. Said George
Hinman: “We decided that we simply
had to clear up his position.”

The First T.K.O. In making his half
move, Rockefeller obviously bought
time for himself. He has given the bro-
kers who select and control delegates
reason to pause in the coming weeks be-
fore committing themselves to Nixon.

DROPPED OUT--?\\

DEMOCRATS
Lyndon Johnson 62%
Eugene McCarthy 11%
Robert Kennedy 9%
Other Candidates 9%
Undecided or not answering 9%

attributed to Johnson—41% on the
candidate’s sincerity and conviction.
Since New Hampshire is largely
made up of small towns in a rural set-
ting, only 25% thought ‘“crime and
violence in the streets” was a crucial
issue.

Within his own party, L.B.J.’s Viet
Nam policy won strong backing. The
evidence is that 56% of Democrats
who favor his renomination cite his
position on the war as the main rea-
son. In contrast, Senator McCarthy
of Minnesota, whose explicit aim in
running is to attack that policy, has
so far drummed up scant support.
Nor does an avalanche of write-ins
appear imminent for Bobby Ken-
nedy, another critic of the war pol-
icy, who is not on the ballot and
has discouraged any campaigning on
his behalf.

Though New Hampshire Demo-
crats heavily favor Johnson, only
28% named sincerity as one of his
strong points. Johnson is in trouble
with the rest of the New Hampshire
voters. In 1964 he beat Goldwater
in a state with 149,000 registered Re-
publicans and 89,000 registered
Democrats. Now, 63% of Granite
Staters say they want to see him de-

feated in November. J
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Some of his own support may solidify,
a favorite son or two may be won
over, and a write-in campaign in a small-
ish, friendly state like Oregon could
yield vastly encouraging results. Nixon,
meanwhile, might blunder or falter.

Yet there are also new risks. The
write-in efforts that now have Rocke-
feller’s consent could fizzle. Speaking
out on controversial issues could renew
enmity as well as arouse a following.
The press that gave Romney such a
bad time will now be dissecting Rocke-
feller’s every move to see whether the
“draft” meets his own criteria of being
“meaningful, natural and genuine.”

As it did for Rockefeller, Romney’s
withdrawal presented Nixon with new
choices and alternatives. One of his big-
gest tasks, by his own admission, is to
prove to the skeptical that he can win
elections again. Nixon has not, after
all, won a general election in his own
right since his 1950 Senate race. The
primaries were to have been his means,
and George Romney the man conve-
niently heading the loser’s column. By
driving Romney out of New Hampshire
before the vote, Nixon certainly dem-
onstrated strength rather than weakness.
It was, as one of his aides put it, “the
first T.K.O. in American politics.”

Whomping the Old. Yet a clean
knockout, with the vanquished being
carried off bloodied and limp in view
of all, would certainly have been more
meaningful. As Nixon himself said last
week: “The question is not just win-
ning the primaries. It is how they are
won.” The spectacle of Nixon whomp-
ing Harold Stassen from New Hamp-
shire to Nebraska would hardly electri-
fy the voters. Another possible problem
for Nixon is the effect of last week’s
events on Ronald Reagan’s position. The
Californian’s backers believe that
Rockefeller can stop Nixon—something
Romney could not do—and thus revive
Reagan’s chances as the compromise
conservative choice of the convention.

On the other hand, in the absence of
sharp, direct confrontation, Nixon can
claim victory in the primaries by de-
fault without expending much ammuni-
tion. He can concentrate his attacks
solely on Lyndon Johnson in broad
terms during the preconvention period
—which he has been trying to do any-
way—~keeping his specific proposals
fresh for the general election. Instead
of devoting most of his time to the six
primaries he is entered in, Nixon points
out, “I am going to greatly expand my
efforts in the non-primary states. We'll
be able to plow ground we would not
otherwise have been able to plow.” And
to hear Nixon strategists tell it, Rom-
ney’s exit dissipates a certain obfusca-
tion around the G.O.P.’s center, which
Nixon covets as his private turf. They
feel that now there is only Rockefeller
on the Republican left, Reagan a dim
figure on the right, and Nixon alone in
the middle.

Nixon’s initial reaction, however, was
to maintain popular interest in the pri-

TIME, MARCH 8, 1968
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maries, especially New Hampshire. He
got word of Romney’s decision while
stumping in Milford, a few hours be-
fore the official announcement. Two
aides who picked up the rumor drew
Nixon into a lavatory to give him the
news. His first reaction upon reappear-
ing: “I don’t believe it.”

Political License. Soon he was not
only believing it but adroitly acting on
it. Even before Rockefeller gave the
go-ahead to draft committees and write-
in campaigns, Nixon declared: “New
Hampshire has the significance of in-
dicating how strong Governor Rocke-
feller is in the state. If he gets a min-
imal [write-in] vote, that would tend to
discourage those who want to draft
him.” With more than a bit of political
license, Nixon also remarked: “Rocke-
feller is said always to have been pop-
ular in this state. I have no reason to
question that.” Actually, Rockefeller ran
a poor third in New Hampshire four
years ago despite a vigorous campaign.
Henry Cabot Lodge won, and Goldwa-
ter came in second.

Nixon’s purpose was served when
Rockefeller supporters announced that
they would step up their write-in drive
in New Hampshire. Their efforts until
now have been slight and amateurish.
Regardless of how that turns out—
Nixon kindly set a near-impossible goal
of 30% for Rockefeller—there will be
a subsidiary contest between the two.
The phase of the New Hampshire pri-
mary that gets all the attention is the
so-called popularity contest, in which
voters express their preferences for the
individual candidates. However, the bal-
lot has another segment listing conven-
tion delegates who may run as pledged
to a candidate, favorable to one, or un-
committed. Both Nixon and Rockefeller
have delegate slates supporting them.
Therefore, Rockefeller’s name, while
missing from the popularity contest, ap-
pears 16 times elsewhere with those of
the eight nominees for delegates and
eight for alternates.

Second Barrel. Nixon was not con-
tent to be running against Rockefeller;
he named Lyndon Johnson as an an-
tagonist. “The size of the vote on the
Republican side,” he pointed out, “will
be measured against the size of the
vote on the Democratic side. The big-
ger the vote we get, the clearer the
message will ring out loud across the
country that New Hampshire says the
time has come for Lyndon Johnson to
go home to Texas.”

The former Vice President’s cardinal
rule has been to treat fellow Repub-
licans as lovingly as an election year
will allow. He praised Romney’s vigor
as a campaigner; he also did his bit to
debunk the stalking-horse theory. Rom-
ney’s withdrawal, he said, “was not de-
signed to stop Nixon. It was designed
to save Romney from a defeat.”

But Nixon has been arguing all along
that his “own itinerary to the nomi-
nation—via the primaries—must be fol-
lowed by all the other hopefuls. Last
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NIXON ACCEPTING 1960 G.O.P. NOMINATION (CENTER, ROCKEFELLER)

One man’s tabernacle is another man’s den of iniquity.

week he challenged Rockefeller’s argu-
ment that full-scale primary battles
would sunder the party. For one thing,
he said, a high-minded campaign such
as his own would not injure the Re-
publicans but merely add a second bar-
rel to the anti-Democratic gun. Then
he invoked a decidedly Democratic
name: “As John F. Kennedy said in
February of 1960—in Albany, N.Y., in-
cidentally—the time is past when pres-
idential nominees, untested in the pri-
maries, would be named in smoke-filled
rooms by political bosses.” Thus Rocke-
feller’s tabernacle of unity becomes Nix-
on’s den of iniquity. They have each
promised to support the other in the
general election, but until the conven-
tion the genteel barbs will be there.
While renewing his pledge ‘to Nixon,
for instance, Rockefeller took a dig at
his weakness: “The party has got to
make up its mind on who has a real
chance of getting the votes of inde-
pendents and Democrats.”

Study in Contrasts. Rivalry between
the two would be fascinating regardless
of the prize. They are a study in con-
trasts. Richard Milhous Nixon, only 55
but a political force in the nation for a
full generation; the steely infighter who
developed from a boy beanpicker in
Whittier, Calif., to the second-youngest
Vice President in U.S. history; the man
who has been around so long, sat so
high, fallen so far, and so discreetly
risen again that some of his oldest en-
emies have grown mellow toward him;
and the politician who, despite his or-
igins and his own mellowing, has been
unable to shake entirely the opportun-
ist’s image. Nelson Aldrich Rockefeller,
59, a megamillionaire via the Rocke-
fellers, a political patrician through the
Aldriches; a Republican brought into
public life by F.D.R.; a man of charm
and assurance who got on a silver plat-
ter the early prominence that Nixon
had to claw for, who wandered away
from a Republican Administration rath-
er than be frustrated by it, who es-
chewed the easy life for elective pol-

itics and then turned into a blintz-eating
back-slapping vote catcher.

Yet they also have some things in
common. Both have lusted for the presi-
dency for eight years. Both have been
pronounced politically dead, Nixon af-
ter signing his own burial order at his
bitter 1962 press conference (“You
won’t have Nixon to kick around any
more”), Rockefeller after being divorced
from a middle-aged wife and marrying
a divorcee—and raising state taxes to
boot. Both have re-emerged, old pros
in a youth-happy age, miraculously well-
preserved politically in the formalde-
hyde of ambition and determination.

Fifth Avenue Compact. If any more
piquancy were needed to build the gate,
there is the additional fact that this is
something of a grudge match. Nixon
and Rockefeller collided in 1960 over
the nomination when, as today, Nixon
was the announced candidate with much
strength in the regular party organiza-
tion and Rockefeller the non-candidate
in search of a draft. The contest was
woefully uneven then, but Nixon badly
wanted the backing of liberal Repub-
licans. Rockefeller refused to consider
the vice-presidential nomination, har-
pooned the outgoing Eisenhower Ad-
ministration—and by implication, Nix-
on—and, as the price of support,
exacted from Nixon the famed [4-point
Fifth Avenue compact that put Nixon
in bad odor with the Republican right
wing.

That agreement on platform planks,
hammered out in Rockefeller's Man-
hattan apartment® while the convention
roiled in Chicago, was not so offensive
to Nixon ideologically as it was political-
ly. In 1964, they tangled again, not so
much over principle as over party loy-
alty. Nixon supported the ticket and
worked for it, later attacked Rockefeller
as a “divider” and “spoilsport” for do-
ing neither.

Although much is made of the con-

* Nixon now lives in the same building.
Rockefeller has since moved next door.
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servative-liberal split between the two,
they have rarely been in conflict on
basic principles. When Rockefeller
worked for Eisenhower as Under Sec-
retary of Health, Education and Wel-
fare and later as his Special Assistant
for Foreign Affairs, he occasionally
found an ally in Nixon against more
conservative elements in the Administra-
tion. Certainly Nixon is at home with
the congressional wing of the party, ori-
ented toward the Middle West and limit-
ed government, while Rockefeller is of
the Eastern Establishment, prone to look
first toward the executive branch. Yet
if during the '60s Goldwater has sym-
bolized Republicanism’s right frontier
and Rockefeller its left, Nixon falls
well between. On several of the big emo-
tional issues defined in liberal-conser-
vative terms, Nixon has fallen on the
liberal side. He was denouncing the

NIXON WITH TRICIA, JULIE & PAT IN NEW HAMPSHIRE

presidential candidate. In his past nine
years in the statehouse, Rockefeller has
more than doubled state spending to
the present rate of $5 billion by raising
taxes three times; he is currently seek-
ing another tax increase and a $5.5
billion budget. Rockefeller has used the
money for a cornucopia of state pro-
grams—education, health, pollution
control, transportation, housing—that
have made New York one of the most
progressive states in the country. Last
week he unveiled plans for a new trans-
portation-improvement scheme for the
New York City area that will cost some
$3 billion over the next decade and an
urban-redevelopment plan with a price
tag of $6 billion in public and private
funds. If Rockefeller becomes the Re-
publican candidate, the Democrats will
hardly be able to accuse him of indiffer-
ence to domestic needs. Nor, for that

ERIC SCHWEIKARDT—LIFE
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ROCKY WITH NELSON JR., HAPPY & MARK FITLER IN ALBANY

challenger, Nixon is bound to benefit.
A tighter situation would boost Rocke-
feller—provided that he has meanwhile
advanced his own cause.

As he becomes more active national-
ly and attracts more publicity, Rocke-
feller’s standing in the polls may well
improve. This would help him, of
course, but unless the rise is large and
sustained, the value to him is likely to
be short-lived. What Rockefeller needs
is solid missionary work among the con-
vention delegates, whose selection has
already begun, and a demonstration of
enough fight to prove his ability to
slug it out with L.B.J. “Drafts,” said Ev-
erett Dirksen last week, “are few and
far between.” Major party candidates
who avoid primaries have been rarer
still in recent years.

As the deadlines for Nebraska, Or-
egon and Indiana fall one after another

MORRIS WARMAN—GOOD HOUSEKEEPING

Remarkably well preserved in the formaldehyde of ambition and determination.

John Birch Society and right-wing ex-
tremism in California before it became
fashionable for Republicans to do so.
He supported the 1964 and 1965 civil
rights bills and the nuclear test-ban trea-
ty although Goldwater opposed them.
New York Cornucopia. How they
will differ on 1968 issues remains to be
seen. Nixon has not yet produced a
sheaf of detailed proposals on major
questions, although he talks a hard line
on Viet Nam and calls for budget cut-
ting at home. Nixon has also made
some thoughtful statements on poverty
here and abroad, on racial issues and
other subjects that indicate he is de-
veloping new proposals for use when
he considers the time right. Rockefeller
in recent months has been studiously
sticking to state affairs, venturing afield
as a rule only in his capacity as chair-
man of the Republican Governors Asso-
ciation policy committee. Seven months
ago, the committee put out a 60-point
package on urban problems similar in
some respects to the presidential riot
commission’s report last week.
Rockefeller’s record as Governor in-
dicates what he would argue for as a
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matter, could he charge the Democrats
with spending too much.

Primary Mill. The White House re-
gards Rockefeller as the strongest man
the Republicans can field, and some Re-
publicans who personally prefer Nixon
would accept Rockefeller if they
thought that only he could win. Nixon,
however, has held a strong lead in polls
of both Republican leaders and ordi-
nary voters. The current Gallup poll of
registered Republicans gives Nixon a
formidable edge of 67% to 30% for
Rockefeller with 3% undecided. Nix-
on’s lead in this test has swelled 21
points since January, partly perhaps be-
cause of Rockefeller’s clash with New
York Mayor John Lindsay over last
month’s garbage strike (TIME, Feb. 23).
The poll shows Nixon ahead of Rocke-
feller among all voters, 48% to 44%,
with Rockefeller leading among inde-
pendents, 47% to 45%. Surveys of
this nature have been swinging widely
in recent months, as has the President’s
popularity rating. Yet by next summer
they could become an important fac-
tor. If Johnson’s estate falls so low that
he appears vulnerable to almost any

this month, Rockefeller will doubtless
be criticized for his decision to remain
aloof, but it seems unlikely that he will
reconsider at this stage. Yet his drive
needs some impetus. By week’s end he
had already given tacit consent to the
formation of Rockefeller-for-President
groups in each state, and organizational
work was beginning. These units may
soon be meshed into a national organi-
zation. It is still questionable whether a
draft can be induced in this manner
for Rockefeller. Moreover, by boycot-
ting the primaries he will run the risk
of seeming too afraid or too arrogant
to fight for the prize.

Nonetheless, both Nixon and Rocke-
feller will now be compelled to take
positions on all the pressing issues of
1968—from slums and fiscal policy at
home to Viet Nam and U.S. policies
elsewhere in the world. They will have
an unrivaled opportunity to engage in
a thoughtful, thoroughgoing discussion
of Republican alternatives—and at the
G.0.P.’s highest level. Their dialogue
should stimulate the party. It may also
provide the nation with the new per-
spectives it urgently needs.
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