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PRZSS CONFERZNCE

GOVER!'OR_SPIRO AGNEW

AUGUST 8, 1968

GOVERNOR_AGNEN:A e o o » lire Nixon informed me that he has
selected me primarily becsuse he has some confidence in my knowledge of
the problems of the cities, of county and state government, and we 211
recognize that there is 2 treménaous need to adopt & new set of criteria,
» simplified set of programs that will allow the progressive steps to
be taken in the urban communities and also stabilize ~nd redistribute
the popul:tion of tﬁis country -- 2t least provide the incentives which
will allow the normel redistribution to come 2bout as naturally 2s we
do everything else.

I am looking forwerd to this challenge. I am most impressed
with the fact thet Ir. ilixon has indicated he views the vice presidency 2s
2n office that should have expanded responsibilities.

I had no iﬁtention of, in eny event, considering any type of
Federal eppointment inasmuch as I am in the middle of my gubernstorirl
term. I am concerned to some extent sbout the fact that we have no
lieutensnt governor in Marylsnd, but I am persuaded by the best advice I
cen get, including that of my very finé personzl friend 2nd rdvisoT,
Rocers Morton, whom, incidentally, I have ssked to nominate me tonioht.
1 7m persurded by these.people that the good of the party outweighs
the considerations, the chellenges, that h#ve to be met with regard to
what takes place in our strte, #nd I am rlso persuaded that my presence

of the ticket should provide » substanti-l boost to Republican can-

didetes in our state.
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I am ready for your cuestions.

Qi o o« o civil rights' .position.

h: My civil rights position cennot be simply described. I
am on record with mezny, meny st7tements on civil rights. I am pro
civil rights. I am for the implementation of civil righ£s, not just \
the el~borate programming and distribution of money which 1is intended‘

to bring about the ecual opportunity and the justice that everyone

. talks about.

On the other hand, I expect fully that no civil rights can be
realistically achieved without the restoration of order, without the
sbandonment of the condoning of civil disobedience.

I will work enthusiasticelly in civil rights, ond I think that
is one of the reasons I am on this ticket, because I have 2 record that
I am proud of in this are2.

Gt o« « » do you consider yourself a compromise candidate
between north and south?

A: 'lell, I don't know what geographic considerations went
into my selection, because¢I wrsn't in on the deliberstions that let to
it, »nd I suppose those cuestions could best be answered by those that
mazde the recommencetions to Kr. INixon.

s o w0 rQn in the northern city ghettos such as l'ew York

2nd Chicago?

.



A3 1 certainly plan to run anywhere th2t votes are avail-\

-

. : \
able; that the Republican party needs the strength and someone who is
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capable of articul~sting the positions end the desires to include urban

areas.,
I would welcome the chance to run in those aress,
Qs Selection by whom?
At 1 am sorry, I didn't catch it.
Q: Hhat:time viere you informed of your selection end by whom?
A: 1 wasn't wa;ching'my watch, because, frankly, when the
phone c¢all came I was rather shocked. I_think it must have been no
more than ten minutes before the public announcement.
R .'poor people's camprign encampment in ilashington.
You said had you been president, you would have ordered the poor people

off the government property and would have callec out Army troops to do

iis Thet is not accurate.

s lould you recommend the same course?

At That isn't accurate. What I said was, had I been
President, I would not have permitted the encempment to have occurred
in the first place. My decision end my statement on that had ab-
solutely nothing to do Qifh Symp?fhy for or lack of sympathy for the
objectives of the peopnle who were demonstrating.

I simply ventured an opinion thrt the endorsement of such an

enc”mpment and the obvious results of the encempment, which are fully
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documented, and proved entirely fruitless, did nothing more than to

irritate meny people who wanted to be of rssistonce in this massive

effort to relieve the problems of the poor in hmerica.

These things were not productive of any good, ~nd I don't

believe that the allowing of this 2ssembly with 1ts 2ttendant problems

accomplished 2 thing.

¢s Do you have doubt 7bout your caprcity to fulfill the

office of Vice Presicency?

A: I 'guess everyone has doubts ebout his owvn caprcity 1o

some extent. If we don't have those doubts, we will never improves

I do think thiss That I bring to the challenge of this

position certainly a knowledge of chernment on the loczl level and on

the state level, ~nd some experience in considering the problems of

government from ~n ~¢ministrative stendpoint during my tenure of office

in Baltimore County, and 1 think 1 have @ pretty good rerlizetion \

of how the components of government cen pest fit and work togethers

(i EHow did you learn you were celected? o o o o Rockefeller

booster. Your defection 2nd conversion to IiT. Wixon's side of the

partye.

As i will answer the fipst cuestion first. 1 learned by

telepnone c2ll from Mr. MNixon this morninge.

Tiow, the ques%ion sbout my == what you call my defection,

which, incidentelly certainly coes not recommend 1tself to that des=

cription, 1 dicn't defects I simnly mece #n anrlysis and » politicel
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judgment based on the fact that I felt the two candidates who offered
themselves for the highest office in the country e~ch had gurlifi-
cations that would entitle them to be elected.

I heve s~id on countless occasions thet I think Mr. Nixon's
?rticulstioﬁ of solutions is overwhelming in the sense of priorities and
att:qking these problems led me to support hime

I »~lso have to confegs to » very pragmetic decision of timing
on the part of both cancidetes that »ffected my decision.

Gt Do you consicer yourself to be @ libexr~1?

As I don't depsrtmentelize nyself into #ny cenned philosophys
becruse frenkly, it gets very snconvenient when you went to toke
position to have to czll up the herd of the 1jberal estzblishment or
the herd of the conservitive establishment and see what you ~re
supposed to be thinking.

(4 o + o one of those condidstes « o o

A: VYes. The cuestion is, how did Mr. Mixon »nd I begin

our Jiscuucions after my decision to not support Covernor Rockeifeller.
T wsnt to say thiss: Thet my first meetings with ir. Nixon
tooi place long before my cecision to sbandon my support of Mr. Rock-
efeiler, *nd iiTe ﬂixon; vhom I had @ high regerd to even while I viés
entrizieaticrlly supporting Governor Rockefeller, telked with me on

two occasions. One of jthem was the occasion of the Republicen Ylmen's

luncheon up there.
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Subsecuent to that I heve had several private conversstio
with him, #nd most of our discussions centered ~round the very things
that he has indicated he wishes me to take the le2d in #ttempting to
implement »s psrt of our party program; thet is, the problems of the
cities =nd the st~tes, the counties, snd their inter-relationshins with
each other, .ond the terrible problem of impaction, #nd sbrasion thet is
crected by impaction which seems to have created a mrll in which we
continuslly pour money without achieving solutions.

Q: Did you have ahy conversetions with Senator John Tower
or Senetor Strom Thurmond?

A: I have nct talked to either Senator Tower or Senator
Thurmond 2t any time since I h#ve been here or before.

G: FHow do you stand on Vietnem?

As liow do I stand on Vietnsm? I suppose my stend is one

thet hopes thet we will be able to bring this war to »n end at the

earliest poussible moment.
I have » personsl interest in that. I hrve & son that is in
Vietnsit -1d hes Lbeen-there for five #nd a h~1f months.

I feal very strongly, however, that the simple yearning for
peace, the continued attempts to rotionalize the Communist position
*né zacept It s one in gocd *frith which we have no indication we c»n
do, is not the snswer to the nroblemn.

I think thrt the Republicsn prrty plstform hrs » very

, cogent note in ragerd 'to Vietnsm when it s”ys we have to begin to think

of the subject of Viein-m not as » territorial w2r, but as » wer that

"

affects people and concentreted locations and ideologies ~nd the

representation of the government of South Vietnsm snd how it is affected
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Q: « « « end ver in Vietn-m.

Ar  No,

|

certainly couldn't say I have such a program, end

I weni to emphasize I think our Presidentisl cendid=te is the outstende

ing ruthority in this éred, 'nd I think he brings me to the ticket

beca e of my expertise in the city, st~te, locsl problems, »nd thrt

I hope that during our conversetions and discussions, I will receive the

benefit of his knowledge and information on the subject, but I

feel totally

don'd
expert in thet at the moment.
G o o o o (insudible)

Ay It plerses me immensel: because I feel that 3 lid
: Ys

a concidrte's

contribution to » ticket and, ~fter 2ll, our purpose is not simnly to

elect @ n~tion~l ticket. It is to elect Republicen cendidates across
the country to creste a new im=ge for the Republicen party.

I think that this objective can best be accommodrted ~ng
echieved, Thg people on the ticket spe2k to their strength.

G: “h2t is being done wrong now in the cities, stetes an

local rclztionshins?

Az The mein ihing thet is being done wrcng in city, state

end local relstionsnip is a proiiferation of ecveriepping DICQLams,

none of which seems to sshieve the desired ro

©y

Wit

I have been frustrated ss chief exacutive of a state by the

fact thet thers rre countless rogrems that are censtently being im-
)

plemented by agencies of the Fedsral governnent, scme of which don't

even xnow that other ~gencies are invelved in the same cdirection with

the strieand locrl governments.
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